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Profile

McKenzie's practice focuses on legal research, writing and drafting in trust
and estate matters, including estate planning, wealth preservation,

probate and trust administration. She brings experience from law firm,
government and academic settings, with a strong foundation in analytical
writing and complex legal analysis.

McKenzie works with clients to prepare and execute documents tailored to their
individual needs, whether they are creating a comprehensive plan for the future or
addressing estate administration matters in the Surrogate’s Court.

McKenzie previously served as a summer associate at Boylan Code, where she
gained legal experience by assisting with matters involving municipal, tax, trusts and
estates and corporate law. Her government experience includes serving as a legal
aid in the Ontario County District Attorney’s Office, where she researched criminal
law issues, prepared reports on legal developments and assisted with drafting and
reviewing legal documents. She also supported legal education as a legal
communications and research assistant at Syracuse University College of Law,
providing individualized guidance to students and collaborating with faculty on
assignment design.

Honors & Affiliations
e 2025 National Order of Scribes for excellence in legal writing at Syracuse
University College of Law

e CALI Excellence for the Future Award for Excellent Achievement in the study
of Professional Responsibility, Legal Research and Writing, and Legal Writing in
Judicial Chambers

e Justinian Honorary Society
e Syracuse Law Review Member and Associate Notes Editor

Representative Publications

o Tipping the Scales of Justice Towards Trust: Why System-Based Victim
Advocates’ Private Communications with Victims Should Be Confidential in New
York State (Note Selected for Publication in the Syracuse Law Review)

McKenzie E. Kestler

Education

e Syracuse University College
of Law (J.D., magna cum
laude, 2025)

e Mercyhurst University (B.A.,
summa cum laude, 2022)

Bar/Court Admissions
e New York



