REPRESENTATION OF CHARTER SECTOR

Bond, Schoeneck & King has a long history of representing charter
sector clients, including charter schools, charter networks and charter
organizations and associations. Because Bond is a full-service law firm,
its attorneys have the experience and breadth to assist charter sector
clients in all facets of their operations ranging from board governance,
education law matters, employment issues to project management

and everything in between. What is more, Bond attorneys work
collaboratively with their clients and are committed to being a part of
their clients’ successes.

New York State Charter Schools Act

Bond assists charter sector clients on developing structures and
systems to support school improvement efforts and authorizer
requirements related to renewal applications, charter revisions,
corrective action plans and conditions of renewal. Bond interprets and
helps implement the provisions of the New York State Charter School
Act and its corresponding regulations relating to financing, entitlements
to school district services and state and local oversight rules. Bond
provides training tailored to authorizers’ renewal benchmarks and
expectations.

New York State Education Law

Bond advises charter sector clients in a full range of education law
matters including preparation of Board policies, resolutions and legal
notices; assistance with and attendance at regular and special Board
meetings; Board governance and oversight; and student-related
matters such as student discipline, special education services, child
abuse, education records and data privacy, residency and attendance,
family handbooks and transportation. In fact, several Bond attorneys
previously worked in schools, and have general and special education
teaching and administrative experience.

Litigation

Bond counsels charter sector clients on avoiding litigation, when
possible. When that is not possible, Bond litigates matters for charter
sector clients in both administrative and legal proceedings. By way of
example, Bond has successfully represented charter sector clients in
proceedings relating to charter renewals, employment discrimination
complaints, student disciplinary hearings, Section 504 hearings,
intercepts for charter funding and Article 78 proceedings.

Labor and Employment

Bond represents charter sector clients in labor matters such as union
organizing, labor negotiations, and NLRB and court proceedings.

Bond routinely represents charter sector clients in the full range of
employment law matters including: defending discrimination claims filed
in the State Division of Human Rights, Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, the New York City Commission on Human Rights

and state and federal courts; drafting and negotiating employment
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agreements and staff handbooks; counseling Human
Resources department leaders on day-to-day employee
relations and individual employment matters; providing
employment-law required training (e.g., sexual
harassment); providing training on effective supervision
and evaluation; and conducting internal investigations.

Exempt Organizations and General Municipal Law

Bond routinely assists charter schools with
understanding their rights and obligations under state
and federal education and nonprofit corporations laws,
as well as laws applicable to tax-exempt 501(c)(3)
organizations. Charter schools are unique in that they
are both public schools and not-for-profit entities, making
these legal frameworks difficult to navigate. Bond

drafts and reviews bylaws, conflicts of interest and code
of ethics policies; internal controls policies; and other
necessary organizational documents. Bond interfaces
with the New York State Office of the Attorney General
and the Internal Revenue Service on behalf of its charter
school clients.

Bonding and Financing

Bond represents charter sector clients in financing
transactions as “borrower’s counsel.” These
transactions include tax-exempt and taxable

bond issuance through DASNY and different local
development corporations and other conduit issuers.
Bond renders opinions regarding the authority of charter
schools to enter various financing contracts to which
they are a party and the valid and binding nature of their
obligations under those contracts, and addresses post-
issuance compliance questions under the federal tax law
(e.g., private business use), federal securities laws (e.g.,
continuing disclosure) and financial covenants. Bond
assists charter schools in structuring particular financing
when necessary, including any collateral security

that may be necessary, and serves as bond counsel,
underwriter’s counsel and trustee’s counsel.
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Construction and Renovation

Bond negotiates, drafts, and reviews contracts for
improvements to real property leased and owned
by charter schools, including owner/architect
agreements, owner/contractor and subcontractor
agreements. Bond also enforces and defends
construction claims on behalf of charter schools.
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Bond has prepared this communication to present only general information. This is not intended as legal advice, nor should you consider it as such. You should not act, or decline to act, based
upon the contents. While we try to make sure that the information is complete and accurate, laws can change quickly. You should always formally engage a lawyer of your choosing before taking
actions which have legal consequences. For information about our firm, practice areas and attorneys, visit our website, www.bsk.com. Attorney Advertising. © 2024 Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC.
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